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Abstract
This study aims to inventory, map, and better understand 

the informal and usually small-scale music-centric districts 
or entertainment zones which have developed in or near the 
downtowns of American cities. The current academic liter-
ature approaches entertainment zones as encompassing any 
forms of entertainment and has been the exclusive domain 
of the urban development or tourism fields of study. How-
ever, we were not able to identify any study that focuses 
on music-specific entertainment zones and its necessary as-
sociation to the independent music venue ecosystem. Our 
dataset includes an inventory of 110 music-centric enter-
tainment zones pulled from the web and the academic lit-
erature across twenty-seven states and fifty-four cities that 
accounts for 1,437 venues. Leveraging this dataset, we cre-
ated a geographical distribution of the music-centric enter-
tainment zones across the United States using Geographic 
Information System (GIS). Our main goal has been to iden-
tify the attributes of music-centric entertainment zones and 
assess their impact on residents and tourists. This study is 
interdisciplinary in nature and crosses over several branches 
of knowledge including cultural geography, music industry, 
urban development, and music tourism.
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