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Abstract
This article examines how the role of the recording artist 

has changed in recent years, including, but not limited to, 
the requirement that most artists must be content creators 
and have supportive digital metrics prior to signing a re-
cord deal; the push of labels and managers to have artists 
engage online and increase impressions; and the resulting 
impact on the artist, such as mental health issues. The arti-
cle concludes with a “how can we do better” section, which 
includes an onboarding document for newly signed record-
ing artists (akin to an employee manual for new employees) 
to use and refer to, including social media training, mental 
health awareness training, other education opportunities, 
and a listing of “do’s and don’ts.”
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